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Status Update #1 

 

As we consider the ways in which humans learn and grow as a fundamental belief about 

education, we see various ramifications for our future as human beings based on what we believe about 

early learning. It isn’t only children who need to learn or who do learn. In this status update, Plato 

makes a statement about his beliefs using a well-known saying about the more experienced and older 

population. According to his theories, we learn from that which is already inside us and thus, new 

information is not actually acquired but, rather, it is discovered from that which we have the power to 

know. This is a bold belief because many see it as somewhat limiting to the ability of human beings. And, 

as you can see from the responses to the statement, many view our learning much differently. 

Mostly more contemporary theorists have commented on his post, which shows the alternate 

viewpoint of most people today. It is far more often the belief that we can do anything as human beings 

and that any amount of learning can be had by all. No longer is it enough to say that one person’s cap is 

at a different level than another’s—hence the increased standards and expectations that every student 

attain mastery in a greater width and breadth of subject matter. As we’ve discussed on the surface 

where learning actually comes from, we’ve spent a lot of time on where we go from the discussion and 

how all of this applies to learning through technology. This discussion shows a more comic and 

bantering side of how the different theorists might respond to one another’s viewpoints. 



Status Update #2 

 

 Since I first began my study of education in my undergraduate program, I’ve been intrigued by 

Piaget’s learning theory. What I appreciate about him and the presence of his beliefs in the more 

modern day world is how evident what he believes is in the world around us. In the video clips we 

watched during unit four, each state of learning was clearly visible and fit right in with our own 

experience with different ages of children. From the parent perspective, it is completely logical that 

Piaget would be watching his own children, waiting expectantly for a realization that they were progress 

from one stage to another—learning!  

Not everyone would view these triumphs the same, however, as is evident in the responses to 

his post. It is important as we go from this course that we continue to consider these other responses in 

addition to what we know of the more contemporary theorists. What is most important is that we 

acknowledge the learning taking place as result of our teaching, not necessarily how it is taking place. 

Across the various ages that we teach, we all fit in somewhere with Piaget’s stages. And what I think is 

most important is that we acknowledge the fact that learning is taking place, rather than take the view 

towards our students like that of Skinner’s response: if animals can do it, who cares if a young child can. 

This is not to imply that he was belittling learning, but rather that he views the learning process as 

something anyone can attain with the right positive consequences. 

 

 



Status Update #3 

 

Regardless of which theorist you ask about the various facets of learning, what not one of them 

would deny is that learning is a process and takes time. Skinner’s process of learning through rewards 

and consequences points to self-discovery of that which is important. Plato believed great things can be 

learned by remembering that which is inside you, whereas Locke believed we need to find the right 

experiences to jog that knowledge out from within. Dewey recognized the need for building experiences 

on experiences to find knowledge and truly understand that which is learned. We have talked about 

each of these theories for the most part as disconnected ideas and approaches to the world of 

education, but what we need to do with them from here is begin to connect them. 

Although the different voices believe differently about where learning comes from or to what 

extent it can go, all leave room for the element of time. It is important that we apply this principle as we 

consider learning and teaching in light of today’s world and the technology in it. Technology is not 

intended to be a quick fix or a fix-all, but instead it is only for us to use as a means to the greatest end 

we can seek. We want all children to accomplish great things and reach the greatest potential, 

regardless of which theorist resonates the closest to our hearts.  

 


